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 In this year of 2012, Synapsis – European School for Comparative Studies edition 

was held in Pontignano, Siena. Dedicated to the theme of passions, it was possible to enroll, 

as a participant, in several lectures, seminars, film screenings and much more activities. In 

short, I would like to express here my experience back there. 

 Although it might look pointless to note, all the bureaucratic process was 

supported by a professional and attentive team, before, during, and after the stay at there. 

I was in contact with my tutor since the beginning of August, for instance, from whom I 

received the first introduction and compulsive bibliography, in order to be ready for the 

seminar that I had chosen right after the application. 

 One of the aspects that I consider the most in this kind of events is the schedule, 

particularly if it is full of activities, like this one, and it pays special attention to the free 

time needed between them. Apart from the morning lectures and the seminars in the 

afternoons, during the evenings I had the opportunity to listen to a music concert in the 

local chapel, to take part in the theatre workshop and to watch a thematic selection of 

movies. That is to say that even if the interesting activities are happening from early 

morning to late night, the students are allowed to have rest, physical and psychologically 

speaking, which plays an important and decisive part when it comes to the classes.  

 Synapsis is conceived as a community that takes place in a short period of time, as 

one of the founders, Professor Laura Caretti, had the opportunity to say. And I could feel 

this atmosphere since there were no separations whatsoever between professors, 

students, or tutors. During the meals, for example, this feature was quite relevant to me, 

because I had the chance to discuss ideas with professors from others seminars, talking to 

them about my academic setting and the master thesis that I am currently doing.  

 In the classroom, with a small group, the discussion was intense. Considering the 

fact that we all were comparative literature students, with a similar theoretical 

background, the final research projects were very productive and I must say that I learned 

the most during the school week and recommend this rich experience to every student in 

the Humanities.    


